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UNCLAS DAMASCUS 6268 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: SEPTEMBER 17 SYRIAN MEDIA REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS CHTAURA 
MEETING 

1 . SEPT. 17 AL-BAATH HEADLINED: "MEETING IN CHTAURA TODAY BETWEEN 
REPRESENTATIVES OF SYRIA, LEBANON AND THE RISISTANCE. 

MEETING TO DISCUSS STOPPING THE FIGHTING, ENDING ARMED MANI- 
FESTATIONS, AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF CAIRO AGREEMENT 
ACCORDING TO A TIMETABLE." AL-THAWRAH HEADLINES ADDED THAT 
PRES. SARKIS, YASIR ARAFAT, AND SYRIAN DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER 
NAJI JAMIL WOULD ATTEND MEETING. 

2. REPORTING STORY BY SANA NOTED ITS POLITICLA EDITOR 

HAD LEARNED THAT RIPARTITE SYRTAN-I ,F.B ANF.SE-PAT .F.STTNIAN MEETING 
WOULD TAKE PLACE MORNING SEPT. 17 IN CHTAURA. REPORT SAID 
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AL REP AL-KHOLI HAD ANNOUNCED MEETING IN BEIRUT STATING 
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THAT IT WAS IN FURTHERANCE OF DAMASCUS AGREEMENT OF JULY 
29. AL-KHOLI NOTED THAT MEETING WAS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
FOR QUADRIPARTITE COMMITTEE TO SIGN AGREEMENT. BUT THIS 
HAD BEEN PREVENTED BY DISAGREEMENT OVER COMPOSITION OF 
COMMITTEE. CONSEQUENTLY, CHTAURA MEETING WAS SUBSTITUTED. 
AL-KHOLI STATED THAT MEETING WOULD DISCUSS THREE PRINCIPAL 
ISSUES: STOPPING THE FIGHTING IN LEBANON. ENDING ARMED 
MANIFESTATIONS THROUGHOUT LEBANON. AND APPLYING CAIRO AGREE- 
MENT ACCORDING TO AGREED UPON TIMETABLE. REGARDING 
SUPERVISION OF AGREEMENT'S IMPLEMENTATION, AL-KHOLI SAID 
NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS WOULD HAVE TO BE SOUGHT SO THAT 
BREACHES OF PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS WOULD NOT BE REPEATED. 

ON QUESTION OF PRES. FRANGIEH'S RECENT DECREES, AL-KHOLI 
STATED HE WOULD NOT WISH TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL LEBANESE 
POLITICS, BUT PERSONALLY WISHED IT HAD NOT HAPPENED AT 
THIS TIME. 

3. PRESS REPORTED THAT PHALANGE LEADER PIERRE GEMAYEL HAD MET 
SEPT. 16 IWHT FONMIN KHADDAM AND PRES. ASAD FOLLOWING HIS 
RETURN FROM CAIRO WHERE HE HAD BEEN AT PRES. SADAT'S 
INVITATION. GEMAYEL RETURNED TO BEIRUT EVENING SEPT. 16. 

4. ARTICLE REPORTED THAT "CENTRAL COMMAND OF FRONT OF 
LEBANESE NATIONAL AND NATIONALIST FORCES AND PARTIES" HAD 
MET IN CHTAURA TO EXAMINE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SITUATION 
IN LEBANON. IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF POPULAR FORCES WOULD BE HELD TO RALLY MASSES BEHIND 
SOLUTION BASED ON IMPLEMENTATION OF DAMASCUS AGREEMENT. 
FRONT CONSIDERED THAT RESTORATION OF NORMAL LIFE IN 
LEBANON DEPENDED ON CONSOLIDATING RELATIONS BETWEEN 
LEBANON, PALESTINIANS AND SYRIA. 

5. PRESS REPORTED STATEMENT BY LEBANESE DEPUTY HAMID 
DAKROUH, SECGEN OF LEBANESE SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 

IN WHICH HE "EXPOSED POSITIONS AND PRACTICES OF OUTLAWS 
AND PRETNEDERS OF ARABISM AND THE LEFT AND THEIR DESPERATE 
ATTEMPTS TO CAST DOUBT ON SYRIA'S EFFORTS TO SEEK SOLUTION 
TO LEBANESE CRISIS." PRESS ALSO QUOTED STATEMENT BY 

HENRI LAHHOUD, GOVERNOR OF THE BEKAA, THAT "SYRIA'S STAND 
UNDER LEADERSHIP OF PRES. ASAD CONFIRMS THAT LEBANON AND 
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SYRIA ARE TWINS." HE ALSO SAID THAT SITUATION IN BEKAA 
WAS NORMAL AND SECURITY BEING MAINTAINED "THANKS TO THE 
ALERT SYRIAN FORCES." 

6. ARTICLE IN AL-BAATH WARNED THAT DESPITE OPTIMISM THAT 
CURRENT EFFORTS WOULD PRODCUE AN EFFECTIVE PEACE FORMULA, 
CATUION WAS ALSO REQUIRED BECAUSE THERE WERE STILT. THOSE, 

BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE LEBANESE ARENA, WHO WERE NOT 
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PLEASED WITH COURSE OF EVENTS. THSHRIIN CALLED FOR FURTHER 
STRENGTHENING OF SYRIA "BECAUSE ITS FORCE IS THE ARAB S FORCE 
AND THAT OF ALL ANTI-COLONIST FORCES. WE MUST RALLY OURSELVES 
FURTHER AROUND OUR NATIONAL AND ANTI-COLONIST POLICY AND 
AROUND OUR LEADERSHIP WHICH RESISTS THE SINAI ACCORD AND 
THE CONSPIRACY." SECOND TISHRIIN ARTICLE NOTED THAT 
SEARCH FOR ARAB SETTLEMENT OF ME CRISIS SHOULD BE BASED 
UPON REJECTION OF KISSINGER S TWO STEPS, I.E., 

REJECTION OF EGYPT'S ISOLATION AND REJECTION OF THE RETURN 
OF AMERICAN INFLUENCE. 

7. COMMENT: TODAY'S PRESS CONTAINS FIRST PUBLIC SYRIAN 
MENTION OF CHTAURA MEETING DESPITE FACT THAT PREPARATIONS 
HAVE BEEN UNDERWAY FOR SOMETIME. SARG PROBABLY WISHES 
TO BE SURE MEETING WOULD OCCUR BEFORE PUBLICIZING IT. 

PRESS ALSO CONTAINS MORE THAN THE USUAL QUOTA OF 
EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FROM VARIOUS LEBANESE SOURCES FOR 
SYRIAN EFFORTS. THIRDLY, THERE ARE NOATTACKS AGAINST 
EGYPT. ON CONTRARY, ARTICLE ON GEMAYEL VISIT REPORTED HE 
HAD COME TO CAIRO "ON INVITATION OF PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT", 
AND TISHRIIN EDITORIAL CALLED FOR ENDING EGYPT'S ISOLATION. 
MURPHY 
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